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No pamphlet from a statesman’s pen has ever produced s sensation more profound, 
or excited a commotion more remarkable, than Mr. Gladstone's tractate on the 
Vatican Decrees. Nor is this matter for surprise. The subject, the writer, and the 
cireumstances under which his brochure was put forth, were such that its perusal 
could not fail to awaken public interest the most intense. In his article on Ritualism 
in the Contemporary Review, the ex-Premier had asserted, as his chief reason for not 
sharing the alarm so widely felt at the “ aggressive activity and imagined growth ” 
of the Roman Church in England, that the recent bearing and action of that 
Church had, in his judgment, rendered it more than dver impossible that any attempt 
to Romanize the Church and people of this country could be other than an utterly 
hopeless and visionary scheme. In support of this belief, he affirmed four propo- 
sitions in regard to Rome, the chief of which was, that since the promulgation of the 
Decrees of 1870, declaring the Pope's personal infallibility, and claiming for his 
commands from all Christians an absolute and unquestioning obedience, “no man 
could become her convert without renouncing his moral and mental freedom, and 
placing his civil loyalty and duty at the mercy of another.” These strong assertions 
on a topic so important, from so experienced and eminent a statesman, and one who 
had always so unflinchingly maintained the title of Roman Catholics to perfect 
equality of civil rights with all other persons in the realm, drew forth, it seems, re- 
monstrances from friends of Mr. Gladstone who had joined the Romish Church ; and 7 
to these the recent pamphlet is intended as a final and effectual reply. In both these 
~ productions of the ex-Premier one thing, at least, is clear—namely, that whatever 3 
may be the preferences of the distinguished writer for a Ritualistic mode of worship, 
he has no belief in those extreme sacerdotal pretensions which reach their climax in 
the arrogant claims of the Roman Pontiff to universal and absolute authority. 
None, indeed, who realize the intensity of Mr. Gladstone's devotion to the cause of 
civil and religious freedom, and to the great principles of liberty on which modern — 
society is based, could ever have believed in his having any sympathy with Uline _—C 
montane purposes and aims; yet his persistent policy with respect to Ireland and 
the Romanists (a policy which, as he frankly owns, sometimes caused both himself 
and his party to suffer in public opinion), combined with his known High Church 
predilections and attachment to ceremonial worship, undoubtedly caused many to 
_ regard him as not sufficiently hostile to the designs of those politicians who, under 
the guise of liberty, sought for the Church of Rome an extension of her power. We 
may congratulate our fellow-Protestants, both for their own sake and that of 
Mr. Gladstone, that this apprehension can no more be entertained. However some 
of us may have differed from the late Premier in relation to his policy towards the 
Irish Romanists, we cannot now refuse to give credit to his own statement.of the 
| principle by which that policy was prompted—viz., that, let Rome pursue what course 
she would, it was, as he believed, the duty of the Legislature “ to give to Ireland all 7 


; 


were inspired, brings four charges; asserting in substance that Rome hes thereby 
she was fondly thought to have disused ; that none can now become her converts 


others their civil loyalty and duty ; and that she has equally repudiated both ancient 
history and modern thought. The third of these impeachments (as already noted) 
is the one on which, as the most important, Mr. Gladstone's argument is mainly 
based ; and that argument, logically and eloquently wrought out, is, we believe, 
imeapable of refutation. The Pope's Infallibility, and his claim to unconditional 
obedience, as put forth in the Vatican Decrees, if once allowed, is utterly sabversive 
of all freedom, intellectual and moral. Referring to the sophistries by which Roman 
theologians and schoolmen, when arguing with Prutestants, strive to modify and 
soften down the monstrous audacity of this demand, and specially to their apologetic 


eloquently and pertinently asks :— 
“* Will any of the Roman casuists kindly acquaint us what are the departments and func- 
tions ef buman life which do not and cannot fall within the domain of morals! . - Leare 


not te ask if there be drege or tatters of human life, each as ean escape from the description and 
boundary of morals; I submit that Duty is a power which rises with us in the morning, and goes 
to rest with us at night. It is co-extensive with the action of our intelligence. It is the shadow 
which cleaves to us, go where Wé Will, and which enly leaves us when we leave the light of life.” 
Mr. Gladstone next reminds those to whom he appeals that the claim of the Papacy 
to be infallible has a practical bearing on the State equally with persons, and on the 
public equally with the private sphere. “This,” he says, “is the very root and 
kernel of the matter. Individual servitude, however abject, will not satisfy the 
party now dominant in the Latin Church; the State must also be a slave.” All the 
relations of our civil lifé, he thus contends, are included in those things wherein the 
Pontiff claims an absolute supremacy ; all States therefore, and Britain especially, 
have a right to ask how the obedience thus demanded by the Pope can be cumpatible 
with the allegiance due to civil or secular anthority. 

But are these doctrines new? these pretensions without precedent! That, 
probably, is a question on which many Protestants will give an answer different from 
that of Mr. Gladstone. It is not, indeed, easy to understand what Mr. Gladstone's 
answer really is. He seems to indicate that they are new, by accusing Rome of 
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that justice could demand.” Beyond that point, as it now appears, there was no 
agreement between Mr. Gladstone and his Roman Catholic supporters; and one 

: ptoof of this was afforded by their desertion of his Government on the Irish Univer- 

| sity Bill of February, 1873. By the latest published opinions of the late Premier, 

| the breach thus made bas undoubtedly been widened. The pamphlet on the Vatican 

Decrees has been received with a perfect storm of disapprobation by the Ultramon- 

| tanes and their partisans. Across the Irish Channel the expressions of “ Catholic 

| opinion” are marked by all but unanimous condemnation. But in England, where 

‘ Ultramontane opinions are less rife, and where the Roman Catholic laity are not so 
completely bound hand and foot in subjection to their priests, a not less instructive 

| proof of Roman Catholic diversity has been supplied by the various modes in which 

Mr. Gladstone's “ Political Expostulation ” has been met. 

| Criticism on the controversy thus aroused naturally takes the twofold form, first : 

of comment on Mr. Gladstone's views, and then on those of his assailants, and of 

1 those Roman Catholics who, in whatever spirit, have responded to his eloquent 
appeal. Disclaiming all idea of theological controversy, and avowing his intent to 
discuss, simply im their bearing on civil allegiance, the Vatican Decrees, Mr. Giad- 
stone, in his bill of indictment against those Decrees, and the spirit by which they 

1 without renouncing their mental and moral freedom, and placing at the mercy of 
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initiating a policy of violence and change; and reminds us that when Roman Catholic 
emancipation was in question, and Roman Catholic authorities were consulted as to 
the extent of the obedience which Papal authority might require from their flocks 
the answers given implied a very different theory of obedience from that now pro- 
pounded by the Vatican. The more imperious assumptions of the Papacy were utterly 
ignored, and both the Irish Catholic prelates and the Vicars Apostolic of Great 
Britain concurred in declaring that “ neither the Pope nor any other prelate or eccle- 
siastica) person of the Roman Catholic Church has any right to interfere, directly or 
indirectly, in the civil government, nor to oppose, in any manner, the performance of 
the civil duties which are due to the king.” But the fact that such questions were 
proposed, and that it was deemed needful to propose them, reminds us of a time more 
distant, when the doctrines disavowed in 1829 were both proclaimed and acted on, 
as all history will show. Mr. Gladstone, indeed, allows this, for he refers to the 
olden times when the Pope asserted his right to depose kings, and absolve their sub- 
jects from allegiance, as also to persecute heretics, even to the death. The re-asser- 
tion now, of claims in perfect analogy with these, should not be regarded so much as 
the initiation of a policy of change, as, in Mr. Gladstone's own words, the refurbish- 
ing and parading anew of those “rusty tools” which Rome was thought to have 
disused. Such claims are amenable to the second count of his indictment rather 
than the first. Here it is that Archbishop Manning, in his reply to Mr. Gladstone, 
has the better of the argument. He contends, as we think truly, that the Vatican 
Decrees have not changed the relations of Roman Catholics to the civil power, and 
that they may therefore still render to their sovereigns the same kind and amount of 
allegiance as before those Decrees were promulgated. It is no doubt true that the 
most extreme pretensions of the Papacy are of ancient date, and are now, after a 
period. of abeyance, not originated, but revived. The “rusty tools,” which it had 
been convenient, if not indispensable, to lay aside, have been “ refurbished,” and are 
now “paraded” in the sight of all. The sophistry of Dr. Manning’s argument lies 
in his assertion that “the civil allegiance of Catholics is as undivided as that of all 
Christians, and of all men who recognize a divine or natural moral law.” That in 
not so. There is a wide distinction between the limits placed on civil allegiance by 
the claims of conscience and of God, and those imposed by a living human potentate, 
pretending to be God's earthly representative. Monsignor Capel too—who compares 
the case of a child required by his father to commit some sin, to that of Roman 
Catholics whose duty to the State wherein they dwell may sometimes contravene 
what he regards as their higher duty to the Pope—similarly confounds things that 
differ most essentially. But so long as “ Catholics” regard obedience to the Pope as 
a religious duty, such confusion must obtain. Dr. Manning’s vindication of the 
actual ™ loyalty of Catholics,” and Monsignor Oapel’s assertion that their allegiance 
is not divided, are utterly beside the question. At any crisis of public affairs, Ro- 
manists may be required to choose between their sllegiance to the State and their 
duty to the Papal See. Lord Acton and Lord Camoys alike perceive this, but whilst 
the former would regard such a contingency as placing him in a terrible dilemma, 
even to the peril of his soul, the latter resents the Ultramontane claims, and, together 
with Mr. Henry Petre, shows signs not only of disapproval, but resistance. It is 
noteworthy that whilet the Romish ecclesiastics strive to evade the issue raised by 
Mr. Gladstone, the Roman Catholic laymen are compelled by candour to admit it. 
If some of them are disposed to maintain that they may be good Catholics whilst 
disapproving the Vatican Decrees, the censure sure to fall upon them from eccle- 


- sinstioal authority will but strengthen the position which Mr. Gladstone has assumed. 
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arrogant assumptions of Rome stand out to public view, the more thoroughly we 
realize that her one grand aim is universal domination, the more firmly and effectu- 
ally will those assumptions be resisted and defied, the civil rights and liberties of 
Europe preserved, and the trae service of Christ shown to be, not one of mental 
ignorance and bondage to ambitious priesta, but one of perfect light and liberty, to 
the good of all men and the glory of their One Great Master. 


Amidst the mass of controversial correspondence which Mr. Gladstone's pam- 
phlet has evoked, one letter, from the originality and naiveté of its logic, occupies 
a platform exclusively its own. It was reserved for Canon Oakeley—a pervert from 
the English Church, and we believe an early friend of Mr. Gladstone—actually to 
make the great principles of civil and religious freedom, and the “ popular maxims” 
of the nineteenth century itself, arguments in favour of the Vatican Decrees. This, 
too, he does whilst denouncing the very principles of which he thus makes use. 
Avowing that he receives the Vatican Decrees with “ dutiful submission,” and that 
he heartily accepts all the intolerant propositions of the Syllabus, he declares, in 
effect, that because doctrines the very opposite of these are acted on in Britain, and 
that he is thereby allowed freely to “pursue his ministrations as a priest,” neither 
he nor his colleagues in the priesthood are in any danger of a conflict with the civil 
power. In fact, whilst utterly detesting the liberalism of the State and of society, 
they may take advantage of it with “quiet consciences,” and without censure or 
protest from their superiors, to inculcate the anti-liberal principles of Rome ; but are 


not called on to resist it at the “expense of their duty to the Queen, suave when it 


may directly conflict with any obligation of indispensable necessity.” Surely this is, 
with a vengeance, blowing hot and cold! If the fact be as Canon Oakeley states, 
the credit of this state of things, with the safety thence ensuing, must be ascribed, 
not to his own doctrines, but to those of his opponents; whilst, on the other hand, 
the danger, if any, of practical collision between the civil and the spiritual allegiance 
of Roman Catholics, can and must be due to Ultramontane principles alone. Canon 
Oakeley leaves us in no doubt as to what those principles involve ; and his reply to 
Mr. Gladstone, whilst it may indicate what Mr. Gladstone never quéstions—viz., 
that in this country there is no immediate risk of such a rupture between the Romish 
clergy and the State as now exists in Germany—abouads also in proof that, at any 
time, the Court of Rome might so invoke the authority of the Vatican Decrees as 
to render civil allegiance, on the part of those who accept them as binding on their 
consciences, an absolute impossibility. No charge of want of candour can be brought 
against the Canon, for he openly enunciates his uncompromising hostility, and -that 
of his Church, to liberty of every kind—liberty of speech and of the press, liberty 
of conscience, and liberty of education! Such admissions, and at such a time as 


this, are instructive to the last degree ; and we commend Canon Oakeley’s letter, 


with the practical illustrations it contains, both of the conduct of the Romish clergy 
in this country and of the principles by which that conduct is directed, to the care- 
ful perusal and consideration of our readers. 


The Autamnal Conference of the Church Association was, in all respects, one 
of the most influential that has taken place since that body had its origin. An 


unusually large attendance, an enthusiastic unanimity, and an able manipulation by — 


the leading essayists and speakers of the great vexed questions which now agitate 
the Church, combined to invest the meeting with almost unprecedented. interest. 


+7 Convocation reform, the proposed new “eucharistic vestments,” and the “east- 
4 
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ward position” of the celebrant, were the prominent topics of discussion. It was 
clear that the two latter occupied the foremost place in the estimation of those 
assembled. The effectual reform of Convocation, so that it might give adequate 
expression to the Protestant feeling of the Church, appeared to the meeting to be 
hopeless ; but all the fundamental points at issne between Protestants and Rome 


innovations to the uttermost. Moreover, the whole fabric of priestly assumption 
and authority, which, in the true interests of society, it has become so important to 
withstand, largely rests on the pretended power of the clergy to offer day by day, in 
the Communion of the Lord’s Supper, a constantly recurring sacrifice for sin. On 
every ground, therefore, should sech concessions to the foe be persistently opposed. 
We can well understand why the mere possibility of concession should have aroused 
the indignant enthusiasm of the Conference. It is lamentably indicative of the 
increased power and influence, within the last few years, of the Ritualistic party, 
that the cry for rubrical revision should now come from them rather thar the 
Protestants ; and that Evangelicals should have come apparently to the conclusion 
that the wisest course for the present is to resist, so far as possible, all rubrical 
changes whatsoever. Distrust of Convocation, too, is also proved by the increased 
desire, which found warm expression at the Conference, to refer all matters in 
dispute to the decision of Parliament alone. That body, it was maintained, was not 
only the ultimate legal authority in all matters relating to the Established Church, 
but the best existing representation of all the classes and parties which compose it. 
All the opinions comprised within it find expression there, and full scope is conceded 
to them all. The unqualified avowal of this sentiment denotes the fundamental 
difference, as regards all matters of ecclesiastical legislation and reform, between the 
two great parties in the Church of England. The Ritualists would fain see Par- 
liament adopt, without demur, the decress which Convocation may issue; the 
_ Evangelicals contend, with justice, that in a Church supported by the State, the will 
of the nation is, or ought to be, supreme. 


The raising of the siege of Irun, and the victory of General Loma, is a severe 
blow to the Carlist cause in Spain. Not that, for months past, there has been any 
real ground for anticipating the ultimate success of the Pretender’s arms. His forces 
have been strong enough to create a general sense of insecurity in the districts 
afflicted by their presence, trade has been interrupted or destroyed, the people im- 
poverished, railway communication stopped, and all interests and classes thrown into 
disorder and distress, without a single compensating gain, or the slightest prospect 
of any such victory as might hasten the conclusion of the war. Yet notwithstanding 
all these patent facis, his adherents were re-animated by constant and repeated 
assurances that their condition would speedily improve. The hopes thus awakened 
were rudely checked by the failure of the Oarlist attempt upon Bilbao, and since 
that event, the acts and movements of the Pretender’s troops have been those of men 
playing. for their last stakes in a manifestly losing game. It is even thought that 
the attack on Irun was adventured, not with any idea of success, but as a display of 
gallantry which might do something to recover lost prestige, and possibly have even 
a market or commercial value in the raising of another loan. Such results, however, 
do not sect likely ‘to-enspe. The Carlists have been thoroughly beaten and dis- 


were felt to be involved in the demand of the Ritualistic party for rubrical change 
in relation to the celebration of the Eucharist. When the very object sought by 
those who plead for alteration is that by these things they may more effectually 
symbolize the doctrines of transubstantiation and the mass, it becomes indispensable 
that, in the interests of scriptural trath, all Protestants should combine to resist such 
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organized, and it was even reported that the Pretender himeslf had escaped seroes the 
frontier into France. It seems strange that, instead of burning villages and farm- 
houses after the conflict, General Loma did not concentrate his efforts and his troops 
im an endeavour to give a final coup de grdce te the revolt. It is now, however, 
stated that all attempts to drive the Carlists from the lime of the frontier have beon 
abandoned in consequence of orders from Madrid, and that great dissatisfaction is 
expressed at these commands. It is not, of course, to be presumed that the Repub 
liean Government are as yet masters of the situation,—difficulties and perils will, 
in any event, and for some time to come, beset them upon every side; but the 
indispensable preliminary to alb prospect of a settled government, stable institutions, 
and internal tranquillity for Spain, is the complete and final overthrow of the Carlist 
insurrection. 

The dead-lock of political parties in France seems to be more hopeless than at 


any previous crisis of the nation’s history. Such elections as have taken place have, 


in the variety of their results, tended to show that public opinion throughout the 
country is as divided and antagonistic as it is amongst the heterogeneous materials 
of which the Assembly consists. That impracticable confusion of ideas which finds 
expression in the Legislative Chamber—that nearly balanced state of factions which 
necessitates a Government of compromise—appear likely, in the present aspect and 
temper of the French people, to be indefinitely prolonged. The Assembly itself, in 
its distracted and impotent condition, seems a more faithful reflex of the state of 
things throughout the country than was recently supposed. In this state of uncer- 
tainty and suspense, the final issue of which cannot be foreseen, the re-opening of the 
Assembly gives rise to uneasy anticipations and forebodings. On the one hand, the 
parties of the Left and the Left Centre are urging the President and his Ministers 
definitively to introduce the constitutional laws, and to organize the Republic on a 
unite, almost to a man, against any such proposal. The Legitimists, indeed, are 
already denouncing the Septennate, and the law of November, 1873, by which it was 
established, as an “ insufficient Conservative rampart”—a “mere delusion and a 
mockery ;” whilst any attempt to organize the Government would be, it is alleged, a 


“« prejudicial adjournment of the grand question, and a deplorable abandonment of the 


monarchical principle.” It thus appears that not only would the party of the Right 
oppose the consolidation of the Republic, but that of the Septennate as well. In 
such a state of things, what is the Government todo? It is probable that its wisest 
course would be to ignore political subjects, and to confine itself rigidly to adminis- 
trative acts. As regards ecclesiastical affairs, we learn that the French Reformed 
Church is more than ever menaced with disruption. The Rationalist Consistories, 


by their delegates, in an audience with the Minister of Public Worship, have declared . . 


their determination neither to recognize the authority of the Synod, nor to proceed 
to any new elections as required by the Government. It is stated that, on the in- 
quiry of the Minister as to the course which, under these circumstances, the Consis- 
tories would suggest as a practical solution of the difficulty, the delegates replied that 
the Government must either insist on new elections (depriving the ministers, and 
shutting up the churches, where compliance was refused), admit the Rationalists to 
the position of a new established Church, or divide the present Establishment between 


the two opposing parties. The Government, it is added, will give the whole subject 


its fullest and most serious consideration. 
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PERSIA. 
ocho Bible into Persian, wpom which Mr. Brace has been 
hes not had regular Person, The missionary work be 
which sie to do will not now, however, be suierss to come to an end, as the committee 
sionary being found for the post 
being of the Min While 
by 120 armed brigands in the fase, end. wae 
of property worth 704 
BURMAS. 
Pudong township, om the other side of the Inoue The Word was proclaimed here by 
in number of inquirers. the come tinne after his baptiom, presented 
the partly made of silver, by which he supposed to have 
cuted. the dns mds by which the ats (pa) One of these 
compounds contained, it was said) 100 substances. The surrender of theve 
the new convert. | 
AFRICA. 
W. Prin, of the Church Minionary Whe 
Mir. Price one ordained missionary, the Rev. three Christian laymen, 
Lact baving been & wotking mason, and Mr. Pearson « working shipwright, they will be 
ment as ordai they hed have checrfully foregone thie the 
of seeds for experiments in farming; nd many other useful articles, have bess 
icing sent out bodily om board ship. will be of great service to the mission, 
ame of the “ Dove” bas been. given to 38 
| SOUTH AMERICA. 
So great we" Catwater arbour stormy weather to witnem 
The ceremony of performed by Miss ‘Btiling, danghéer of the: Bishop of 


under 
dog-shores were knocked away, Miss Stirling dashed the decorated bottle 
, and the launch of the Allen Gardiner was successfully accomplished 
| 
The American Presbyterian Board (says the New York Independent) has lost one of its 
missionaries in the Rev. H. H. Spaulding, who died on August 3. He was born in 


two 


1804, graduated from Western Reserve College, and studied theology at Lane Seminary. 

In 1836 he was appointed by the American Board as missionary among the Nes Perces 

Indians, in Oregon. In the “ Whitman” massacre, 1847, Mr. Spaulding narrowly escaped 

with his life, and then, with his family, retired from the work until 1862, when for several 

years he resumed it again. In 1871 he re-entered the missionary service, under appoint- 

ment of the Presbyterian Board, continuing until his death. In these three periods of 

service, separated from each other by an interval of years, Mr, Spaulding saw a vast change 

in the tribe among whom he was the chief labourer. From a savage state they have risen to 

a fair degree of civilization; many bave become Christians. The last three years have in 

this respect been harvest years. During this time he baptized 900 Nez Perces and 

He has translated the Gospel of Matthew, and formed a amal! collection of hymns in the Nez 

— His last words to his missionary associate were, “ Precious Jesus, Jesus 

Hu the Ii its Establishment | exist. he 

7 from first to last, and taken a view of the entire 


field. The accuracy of his method in the selec- 
Tax author of these volumes may be said to 
have made the subject on which he writes his | “°" of his materials and in his narration, may 
own by the stadics of a lifetime. Commissioned | °° /*4ged from » passage in his preface: “‘ The 
early in his ministerial career to do the work of reader will not find more than is promised in the 
an ¢vangelist in Spain, he was at once brought | “#/¢-page. Not persecution in general, not the 
face to face with that spirit of persecution which administration of Canon Law in cases of heresy 
then still existed, in an organized form, in the | °Y prelates or ecclesiastical courts, but the acts 
Italian and the Spanish peniasules, and which | Inquisitors only. It must be remembered 
its threat of the ‘‘extreme penalty” of death. | of Christ are given to persecute, no church on 
Driven to take up his abode on the British Rock, | *@th, except the Church of Rome, has ever had 


der that not only his eyes and cars were sharp- | This, snd this only, is the Inquisition.” 

ened as he listened and looked around him, bat | Pr. 

that inquiry and resdarch were quickened, and | 1181-5) the unenviable honour of having laid the | 

his investigations of the past were stimulated | foundations of the Inquisition. At the same 

by what he himself saw of the present. Dr. Rale | time he points out that it was the natural ont- 

had personally known mach of Romish persecu- of the system of sacerdotal policy which 

tion under inquisitorial sanction ere he published | it was established to maintain. “It did not 

his “‘ Brand of Dominic.” He afterwards wrote | originate in any single mind’ It was not in- 

his first “‘ History of the Inquisition,” while | tended a merely 

that institation still existed. Im these volumes | exigency, and it is worthy to be noticed atten-— 

he relates its extinction, and goes over ground | tively thatno Church but that of Romeever had 
that be has traversed so often, and with so scru- | an Inquisition.” As for the causes in which the 

a regard to accuracy, that no more re- | institution originated, they are not far to seek - 
sathority upon the subject can. be said to. 


7 of past, the prophecy of future deeds of faith and love. In storm and sun- 
| Christ's love and of his 
ae forth im thee to do the 
beyond the confines of Spanish territory, whither, | * for the inquest and punish- 
7 watched by the jealous myrmidons of the Apos- ment of heresy, with a peculiar code of laws 
i a tate Ch he made J visite. no won- | 824 appointed courts, jadges, and officers. 


~ 


370 
to the attractiveness of the work, in respect of 


for by the sense of reality im- 


is compensated 
the facts which are narrated. 


The Testimony Altested. A pee Manual of 
tha of and 

James CorpLayD, MA, Php, Edin- 


Tue writer of these pages has been brought into 
contact with a large number of missionarice, 
including most of the notable men who within 
the last half-centary have laboured in connection 
with the London Missionary Society. Among 


ustrations and the general style in which the 
book is got up render it suitable for » present. — 

Moravian Missions in Greenland and 
By H.L. L. Lendon: T. Nelson 
and Sons. 


the ‘easional in 
Miss Neliy’s Sina: a Tale Conf P 


| 
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to China ; the Rev. John Jeffreys, offer 
or to the essy flow carly missionaries to Madagascar ; Dr. Vander 
it in these respects | the friend of the Hottentot ; Smith, 
the missionary martyr of Demerara ; and Richard 
to India and Russia. its 
Thus, in telling the touching story of the planting 
of Plymouth Colony by the ‘' Pilgrim Fathers, 
the ipsissima verba of John Robinson and others, 
here so fully given, will inform any reeder who 
opens these pages with » higher aim than mere 
amusement, by the most direct process—that of Tus true and instructive story of 
listening, as it were, to the living utterances Dh ristian heroism here simply told for the bene- 
of the men themsclves—what were their sims fit of youthful readers well deserves to be read 
and character. Tested thus, it cannot be denied | and remembered. We should be gied if its 
that, to vary s well-known saying, Roheson— cireulation at the present time should sid in 
and not he slone—always remembered that he promoting the interests of Moravian missions, i 
was « Christian first, and a Nonconformist after- which, from more than one caase, are in urgent 
wards. The bumble end dovest, yeh need of assistance. 
spirit which the words of Robinson as PaTon 
he breathe, their reverence for Seriptare, and the Fone 
the unconscious testimony they bear that they) bh, Groac does not profess to deal with the 
imbibed its teaching as to its highest traths, | pn line Epistles in detail, but only to discuss 
whether they were right or wrong on controverted such points with respect to each as its suthen- 
points of lesser moment,—these things have s ticity, design, date, contents, peculiarities, and 
spiritual significance, which could be conveyed | incidences with other parts of Scripture. Upon 
A in no way so satisfactorily as by the method these, as well as upon a number of special ques- 
, here adopted. Hence too, though Dr. Wadding- tions of interest and importance, the work con- 
ton writes unmistakably from a denominational, tains much valuable matter in s well-arranged 
not to say from polemical, stand-point, his form. The results of a vast amount of reading 
| is « solid contribution to the religious history of | °° some of the most mature fruits of German 
the scholarship are placed in possession of the Eng- 
| lish reader. 
London: E. 
little book, in which the evidence for A tle of 
vi i bat spiritu- 
the divine origin of the Bible is most conclu- iedy 
a | sively and compactly given. The author first | p, a good-looking face, and the prospect of 
* proves; by historical evidence, that the Gospels rcafanbe fortune, she becomes the object of 
. are reliable narratives ; he next shows that they | 4). Rector’s assiduous attentions, first as a con- , 
a present clear evidence that Jesus was divine ; vert to extreme High Churchism, and then as an 
.y and finally, he adduces the authoritative teaching | |, Virant to the possession of her hand. He per- 
> of our Lord as irrefutable evidence of the autho- guades ber to submit to re-baptism, and twice to 
A. rity and plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the ordeal of confession, and seems 
“ So Great Love! Sketches of Missionary Life and 
Jobu Saow and Co. upon the scene, 
them were John Williams, the martyr of Erro- ae 
- manga, and Dr. Robert Moflat. Ske here the young lady’s parent 
sketches, in a brief-and popular style, the lives with the man who has 
and labours of these devoted men, and the fol- questions as to make her first 
a3 lowing of their contemporaries: Alphonse La- crimson,” and then more than 
| croix, the missionary evangelist of Bengal ; | -MEEENN order to rash from the 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY'S VISIT TO THE FRENCH-SPEAKING 


BRANCHES OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE AND TO ITALY, 


Council held at the Alliance Howe, Adam Street, London, 


Presented at a Mesting of 


November 4, 1874. 


My Lords and Gentlemen,—In June last, at your ordinary meeting, you passed the 
ollowing resolution : “That, with a view to extend this Alliance in foreign countries, and 
to promote a more frequent communication between the British and Foreign Branches of the 
Alliance, it is desirable that the Secretary should visit several cities in European countries 


is instructed to visit also some of the principal towns in Italy, and especially its capital, 


in the approaching autumn where associations of this Alliance have been formed. The Secre- 


tary 


desirable to entertain the idea of holding, at a suitable 


in order to ascertain whether it be 
time, a General Conference of Christians of various‘ nations in the city of Rome.” 


Agreeably to your wishes, I entered into correspondence with members of our various 


Italy, by whom the pro- 


European Branches, and with Christian 


a 


3°% 


4 


appearance 


3 


a 
= 
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bebeid, maultituJe, which no man could nations, and kind 
peopl, and ood te tnd before the" Lata clothed with whe 
and palms in their hands ; sed eried with s load voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and anto the Lamb.”— Res. vii. 9, 10. 
the latter end of September I left London, and, after conferring with members of 
in Paria, proceeded to Lyons, where an important 
time been in useful operation, and of which M. Vautier; 
the Rev. David Simpson, British chaplain, is the 
5, by the kind invitation of the President, I a ou 
considerable number of Protestant pastors and others interested in work. 
= 
ncreasingly given Noman supersubon. 
our Manual, setting forth the basis, objec 
ould be y to extend the Alliance, and lead to the formation I committees 
various cities for carrying out its important design. 

October 6.—I proceeded to Turin, where I had the pleasure of conferring with the 
esteemed Vaudois minister, Pastor Meille, and received from him useful information for my 
guidance in Italy. M. Meille expressed himself favourable to the proposed Christian 
Conference in Rome a year or two hence under such arrangements as would avoid the 
guy of a Protestant demonstration or controversial attack. 

October 8.—At Milan a small meeting was held, at which were present 
Menge, of the English Church, and formerly missionary in India ; 

Vaudois Church ; Signor Lagomarsino, of the Free Italian Church ; 
Methodist Church, and others to whom, after engaging in united prayer, 
visit was explained. The Alliance was cordially as furnishing a 
the need of which was deeply felt, and as supplying the means for more com : 
defence and spread of the Gospel. A resolution was passed for the immediate formation Na 
\ t 


a branch of the Alliance at Milen, and « commilice was appointed te carry cut its objects. 
It was also agreed to boid monthly Alliamce meetings for united prayer, to which ministers 
and the Christian members of the different churches woull be mvited, and at such meeting: 
information of the current tranmesctions of the society im diff-rent countmes would be given, 
im order to extend the Alliance and encourage the cultivation of « epirit of Christian charity, 
mutual forbearance, and active co-operation among the follewers ef our Lord Jesus Chrst. 
The Rev. J. P. Menge comsented to act as Secretary to the Commitice of the Alliznce in 


this time on entering Rome, but there the Word of God enters freely, and is largely circe- 
lated ; emd durmg my rojourn, it was my privilege to make the acquaimtance of the esteemed 


pean and other countries ; and secondly, the propesal to hold « Conference of Christians of 
all lands, at as carly @ period as may be found practicable, im the city of Rcme. Both ques 
_ tions were carefully debated ; the considerstion was Prelomged and deferred to an adjourned 


¢ 


this city. 

The proposal to comvene st emitable time mesting in of Christians from 
different countnes for fraternal intercourse, Christm comferemce, amd the commderation of 
social and religious questions of the greatest interest to the Church of Christ at large, met 
with a most favourable reception, and a resolution was passed approving the sugrestion, and 

} promising, on bebalf of the Evangelical Churches at Milam, their support and aid m con- 
junction with these of ether cities, for carrying it imto effect at euch permed as shail by 
mutual consent be determined. 

In the evening I attended a religious rervice, where a small but attentive congregation 
assembled to engage im praire and prayer, and be refreshed by glad tidings from the 
springs of eternal truth. By request of the minister, I acid « few words, commending the 
everlasting Goepel to the faith sud olediemce of those pwesent, amd explained the mitmon 
which head brought me among them. 

| I arrived in Venice on Saturday, October 10, and om Sunday morning took part in 
‘| | conducting public worship im the house of the Rev. Mr. Wallace, the Presbyterian minister. 
| After confermeg with Signor Poms, the minister of the Vaudows Church, Mr Wallace, ami 
others, | had the satasfaction of seemg a committee formed m this imteresting old aity for 
bs the purpose of carrying out the objects of the Allimmes, and to act with the comumttees in 
i} other perts of Italy. The Rev. William Wallace comsents t act as Corresponding Secre‘ary 
for Vemice. 
ROME 
wai. As my principal object im visiting Italy was to confer with our Christian friends in 
%) what is happily now the capital, | hastened to Rome and spent the week in personal com- 
| wh manication and conference with persons actively engaged im Christian work in that city. In 
: approaching the neighbourhood of Rome, | was reminded that, on the occamon of my previous 
a visit, as I entered what was then the Papal States, rade hands had teken from my portman 
tean an Italian Bible as and transferred it to the custody of the Roman 
> 5 police, from whom, however, but only after a strong protest on my part, it was recovered ami 
pais returned to me through Her Majesty's Comenl. The present occupant of the Papal chair, 
whether or not im ecknowledgment for once of his failibility, or alarmed by the words 
“ Evangelical Allance ” beading the letter which I addressed to his Cardimal Prime Minister 
' on the subject, | do not say, but a pontifical order was shown to the British representative 
| t “that m future Lo Enclishman’s Bible should be touched on entermg Rome, or during his 
sojougn there.” . It wes not, a: it turned out, am uncertain promise, but a trae prophecy 
strangely faifilled im the gracious providence of God: Not only was my Bible not touched 
“4 and agent of the British and Foreign Bible Soriety, whose dept stands conspicuously 
; on the Corse, and whose courteous attentions were at once placed at my disposal, as they are, 
I believe, at all times at the disposal of those who love the incorruptible word of that ever 
| A meeting was speedily convened in the rooms of Mr. Brace, on Wednesday, Oct. | 4, 
at winch assembled a conmderable number of Christian ministers and others, who may be amd 
fairly to represent the different churches and religious socseties im Rowe. Having presented 
a message of Christian salutation from the British Counci] to the brethren present, your 
J Secretary explamed the object of bis visit, and submitted the following questions for the 
| Alliance, to be brought into and combined effort with the Alliance in Buro- 
ch Was on the the persoms agam assembled, and the 


presentante, e per |’ interessante comunica- 
mone ricevuta intorno alle mire ¢ alla utilita 


copia sulle adunanze dell’ Alicanza tenute 


im varie capitali d’ Europa, e |’ anno ecorso 
nella citth di Nuova York, i membri di 
assemblea sono che é venuto 


avanzamento di quel Regno che ¢ giustizia, 
‘pace giom nello Spirito Sauto. 
assemblea promette ai meutbri dell’ 


FEE 


4 


when, with the full religious liberty 


he 
es 
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consideration of the proposal venewed, resalting in the passing unanimously of the following 
resolation, which | have the honour to lay before this Council -— 

Tn ow’ edanansa tenuta in del signor Translation, 

Bruse, 62, via della Scrofa, Roma, addi 14 At: 
ottdbre 1874, cui intervernero . 
i signori Ministri G. Rivetti, L. Conti, F. 
Scierdlli, Teofilo Gay, ©. Covorda, Burico 
Besio, V. Revi, 1. Capelliai, G. Moreno ; 
i Reverendi S. Burtchacll, H. Piggott, J. 
Wall, D. Miller, Dr. Vernon, Dr. Taylor, 
Dr. Philip, W. wan Meter ; oi signori Dr. 
Gason, Thomas Bruce ; 

Dopo una preghiera fatta dal Dr. Vernon, il 
signor Bruce introdusse i] Rev. James Davis, 
segretario del ramo Britamnico dell’ Alleanza 
saluti fraterni dei Consiglio dell’ Alleanza 
di Londra, ed expose oggetto Gellaeua ve- meeting 
nuta in Italia Council 

L’ assemblea avendo deliberato sulla pro- _—ipiained 
posta di convocare in Roma ana conferenza 
di Cristiani di vari peesi e di diverse deno- 
minasioni ad un’ epoca convenevole da 

Adettd all’ unanimité la mezione seguente: hereafter determined, unanimously adopted 

Quest’ assemblea da un cordiale benve- — 
puto all’ onorevole segretario del ramo In- 
glese del|’ Alleanza Evangelica e con ricone- 
seenza corrisponde ai ealuti cristiani da iui 
presentati ; 

E-sa di tutto cuore ringrazia il Consiglio 
dell’ Alleanza per questa visita del suo rap- 
dell’ Alleanza ; 

Sentendo profondamente |’ importanza 
del? Unione Cristiani, e sapendo pure della 
benedizione diviaa eke @ picvata in gran 

and last year im the 
il momento nel quale, colle completa liberta oe 
religiosa di cui gode ! Italia, une conferenza © wise arrangements, of Christians from dif- 
di Cristiani di varie nazioni, tenuta, sotto ferent countries, held in the city of Rome, 
una saggia direzione, in questa citta di Roma, 
sarebbe non solo conveniente ¢ possibile, ma 
ricea assai <i’ interease e di benedizione. 

La testimovianza che verrebbe resa alle Evan 
seguaci del Nostro Signore, ad onta delle 
differenze di nazionalits e di principii eccle MEE differences, would, in their 
giastici, pare loro edaftatissima a servir la 
causa della VeritA in questo pacee, ed 
infonder coraggio in coloro che javerano per 

a : 


I fratelli presenti rascomandano la for- recommend the immediate formation 
marione immediata di un ramo Italiano dell’ 
Alleanza Evangelica, e mano all’ = ance, object constitute 

la citta di Roma, ed dleggono il seguente Rome. appoint com- 
Comiitate con facolth di aggiungere al suo mittee, with power to add to their number, 
numero e coll’ incarico di tener la corris to carry on correspondence with the Council 


Regen. any agency for the practical manifestation of Christian 
among those w ho are labouring in a common cause in Italy, the Evangelical Alliance 


that give no uncertain sound, the words of one of the greatest of the Fathers—“ 
essentials, unity ; in non-essentials, liberty ; in all things, charity.” 


On Saturday evening, October 17, I arrived im Florence, and had the privilege, on the 


j day, of attending divine worship in the Presbyterian Ch 


ae the bearer. 
Alliance, and the desire all present to sve’ established in Florence committee of the 
Italian Branch. 


“3. With regard to the proposslgfor a general meeting in Rome of Christians of 
different churches and nationalities, to be held at a convenient time, and after careful arrange- 
ment, it was resolved to postpone the niatter ee 
be convened during the course of next month. : 

Joux R. Interim Secretary.” 


Here, as elsewhere, the fear was expressed by some persons lest the presence of 1 


‘i large number of Christian. gentlemen from many different countries, meeting for objects 


a which misunderstood would seem to be opposed to the traditions and convictions of the — 
ty | nation generally, might be regarded or be made to appear insulting to the national faith, and : 
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po poe aedeagal where of an affectionate welcome, and of the 
dei Cristiani di nell’ esecuzione del © active support of Christians in Rome, in or- 
wa t der to carry out the proposal. The brethren 
| cati necessari. 
Rev. Signori Grovawm1 Ripert. 
Lopovico Conti. 
OscaRp CocorDa. 
Somerset BURTCHAELL. 
Haxry Piacort. 
James Walt. 
| Signor Tomas Bavcer, Chairman, pro temp. 
| Rev. Signor Tzormo Gay, Secretary, _,, 
All who know the full religious liberty now enjoyed in Italy—owing, under God, to the 
i enlightened statesmanship and liberal policy of those to whom, of late years, the govern- 
he - ment of that land has been committed—will rejoice that, after much delay and many diffi- 
culties 
has been we in lan provinces 
| rec nend, ine rev. Vouga. ’ ite TAL 
j preaching the Gospel to his own countrymen, and in various ways siding the extension of 
its knowledge and usefulness throughout the land. On Monday evening, the 19th, a meet- 
| ing was held in Mr. M‘Dougall’s house on the Lung’ Arno Guicciardini, at which various 
| ministers and others attended. Prayer having been offered, and a statement made relative 
to the object of the meeting, a frank and friendly consultation ensued, after which it was 
unanimously agreed— 
: “1. To thank the Council of the Alliance in London for the visit of their Secretary, 
an and heartily to reciprocate the sentiments of Christian love and brotherhood, of which he is 


British and foreign, and-of various Evangelical denominations, atte 

journey, I received a cordial welcome on § of the Alliance, and whose courteous atten- 

tions greatly assisted me'in the object of my journey. My visit to them has convinced me . 
that «larger and more important mission than ever is given to the Evangelical Allisnce, and 

that by strengthening its relations with Christians of different nations, and encouragi0g ® 

Tmore frequent and fraternal intercourse among them by correspondence, personal visitation, . 


and peecti- French Branch of the Alliance -— 


eminent 
bled on that 
papers read on 
day were li 
Among 
papers on the 
Schell ; on 
Rev. 
The Grand 
Dr. Tyndall, 
Dr. President of Prince 


largely attended, especially those held m the 
evening, which were of «popular 
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assemblies for prayer and conference, the Allianes will imerease 
| for engaging in any ‘work requiring anion for ite strength, end univer 
ee ity for its success. 
INTE EETING OF COUNCIL 
| 
| 
| 
i 
visit he had recently made to varices 
beanches of the Alliance, and to come of the 
principal esties im Italy, pursuant to the reso- 
lution passed at.the meeting of this Council in 
Jane last. Mr. Davis's report in fall will be 
found in our preceding peges. 
eo President of the Genevan Committee of the | 


1 
“Genewm, Oct 31, 1874 
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fromm the Foreign Officn, dated October 16, 


* Dear Sir,—The Committee of the Evan- | 1874 
getiea! Alliance in Geneva took into considere- 
tion, ye-terdey, the communication which you | 


“To the Rev. James Davis, Secretary 
of the Evangelical Alliance.” 


: TURKEY. | 
On the subjeet of the persecution of Chris 


aN 


“ Sir,— With reference to Lord Tenterden's 


Alliance.” 
Letters from the Rev. G. F. Herrick, of 
dates respectively Sept. 14 and 28, 


final stop to all efforts to bring the Gospel 
in contact with the minds of Mohammedans. 
The Committee of the Turkish Branch of 
Alliance earnestly entreat the continned 
efforts of the Council on behalf of religious 


| liberty now seriously threatened in Turkey” 


The Council’s attention was called to tele- 


vember 16, and to inform his lordship: that, 
with respect to that portion of Sir Henry 


Christians, I am directed 
om the subject of the projected (Ecumenical by the Earl of Derby to inform you that Sir | 
Conference m Rome. Henry Elliot, im a recent despatch, points out, 
“The Committee have begged me to | with reference to the question of their re 
answer that they have beard this proposal moval to Constantinople, that the men were 
with heartfelt interest; that they highly | id to be undergoing a cruel persecution in | 
approve the project 2s it has been presented | Syria, which could not, in his opinion, be con- 
to them, and hope that, with the blessing of | tinued at Constantinople under the immediate | 
Ged, happy results may ensue for the union supervision of the Porte and of the Foreign 
of Christians in the work of evangelization Embassies. His Excellency further states | 
im Italy, and for the manifectation of faith | that he bes every reason to hope that this 
mm the vital doctrines of Christianity, which | expectation has been realized, and that the 
_ is Very necessary in presence of the infidelity | man Davoud has not been subjected to any 
and superstition of that country. It will be | maltreatment since he arrived at Constanti- 
ene demonstration more of the spirit of | nople. | 
brotherhood which animates all the branches| “I am to add that Davoud has been al- 
of the Alliance existing im different lands, = lowed to see Protestant clergymen, and that, | 
“ We beg you to send us information from | at their particular request, Sir Henry Bilict | 
time to time as to what ie being done in | obtained the further assurance that no im- 
order to carry ont this project, to which we | pediment would be put in the way of his 
out delegates. “ (Signed) T. V. Lieven. 
“ As to the number of persons who ought, “The Secretary to the Evangelical | 
to go to the meeting, and to | | 
we think that our 
the best jadges < read, stating that, “in consequence of the 
the extent or limits to violent measures taken by the Turkish 
demonstration. On this subject [I | Government against Mussulmans who have 
come to am understanding wi accepted the Christian faith, many bave been 
“ We think, also, that our deterred from doing se ; and that now, appa- 
wril find it difficult to bear rently, the authorities seem bent on putting a 
such a Conference, and 
foreign committees must come to their 
pose at the proper time. ; 
* Beliewe me, dear Sir, etc., 
“Apaies Naviaiz, 
“ President of the Committee of the | grams from Constantinople published: in the 
Evangelical Alliance in Geneva.” | 7ismes, and to the Secretary's replies, which 
“ PS. —I am going on Monday to Lausanne, | were approved. 
te come to an understanding with the com-| The whole subject having been carefully 
mittee in that town, which is the Central | considered, the Secretary was instructed to | 
Coxamittee of the Frenek-speaking Branch, | thank the Earl of Derby for his letter of: No- 
and of the deputation to Constantinople. I 
of the Ansairyeh Christians to Constantinople 
. quence of: the alleged cruel persecution from 
which they were suffering in Syria, the 
Council would observe: that the statement is 


—_ 


- ~ 


2 


from the several committees of this Alliance, 


will that imperial edict, obtained at much 
cost, become a dead letter, but that Christian 


son, Eaq., dated Edinburgh, November 14, 
thanking this Council, on behalf of the family 
of the late Lord Benholme, for their expres- 
sion of sympathy with them in the loss they 
have sustained. 
PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Foreign 
Office, ing receipt of letter from 
this Council of November 7, and stating that 
a copy of it would be sent to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople. 

Further communications were read on the 
subject of the continued persecution on the 

Letters were also read from Latakia, giving 
details of fresh outrages in that neighbour 

The subject of presenting the address to 
the Sultan was then considered. The follow- 


the address to his Imperial 


5 


The following additional particulars have 


ing regblution was unanimously adopted : 
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| Ansairyeh Christians were living peaceful; The Council venture to hope that if the 
' Government have received any official infor- 
| mation either confirming, modifying, or con- 
t tradicting this statement, they will find it 
consistent with their duty to make it publicly 
known. 
The Counci) are under the painful neces- 
sity of expressing their fears, founded upon 
| the failure of the representations hitherto 
made to the Turkish Government, and upon 
the communications received at various times 
that unless firmer and more effective remon- 
strances are made at Constantinople by the 
| representatives of those Christian Powers to 
Lid whom the firman was communicated, not only 
efforts, however prudently and beneficially 
HI exerted, will be excluded from that land. 
The Council would again thank his lord- 
\j country that it had been ofmeiaily stated to | ship for the services rendered in the cause of 
’ | the British Ambassador that “ the privileges | religious liberty, and would respectfully en- 
and protection accorded to all religions by the | treat for it, in the interests of humanity, of 
, > || Firman of 1856 will be strictly maintaine,” | civilization, and of national honour, the con- 
i information both public and private was being | tinued attention of Her Majesty's Govern- 
whe received that orders from Constantinople had | ment. 
af been issued “for the suppression of all Pro-| The Secretary reported additional names to 
otk testant schools in Syria, and that the build- | the address to the Sultan, which was now 
ile ing of a Protestant school at Jaffa had been | ready for presentation. 
stopped.” | 
Pie SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
| A special meeting was held on Tuesday, | “That, in the opinion of this Council, it is 
a November 17; the Right Hon. Lord Ebury | desirable that a deputation from the members 
ah in the chair. After reading the Scriptures, | of it should proceed forthwith to Constanti- 
prayer was offered, and the minutes of the | nople to present [Xe 
previous meeting were read and approved. Majesty. That the deputation consist of the 
The Secretary read a letter from G. Robert- | Secretary and of any members of the Council 
7 who may find it convenient to accompany 
aj Vouncil on the subjec 
H been received in a letter dated Latakia, Octo- 
ber 26, 1874 
“The case of our friends the teachers does 
i not improve as time goes on. They were 
put in chains four days after their capture 
because they were found reading the monthly 
Sabbath-school paper published in Beyrout. 
a They were cursed as ‘ obdurate hogs” (the | 


a 
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worst name s Moslem can give any ‘one). 
‘Still reading Christian staff, although 
prisonets in our hands!’ They were brought 
down from Kerdaha to Latakia last Thursday 
—walking with heavy chains on their ankles, 
which were chafed and raw from the friction. 
Poor Jusef, being weak from fever, raised his 


“ The youngest of the five arrested—a lad 
about eighteen years of age, Khaleel Rabjee, 
his hands bound behind like the 
the night of their capture, bat 
with the soldiers. 


i 


“Jaconb Canaan, also a member of the 
Christian commuuity, had a narrow escape. 


| They went to his house to take him. He 


sprang out between two soldiers ; one of them 
fired on him, the ball striking the ground 
between his feet. The soldier took out 


3 
& 


The Council having been informed that 


-| the Rev. ©. de Boinville has for several 


months been assisting the Secretary in carry- 
ing on the official work of the Alliance, resolved 
to request Mr. de Boinville to continue his 
services under an annual engagement as 
Assistant-Secretary. 


MEETING OF THE LANGHOLM BRANCH OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


The public meeting was held in the South 
United Presbyterian Church. After devyo- 
tional exercises, Mr. Malcolm read part of 
John x, and spoke of the expression in the 
sixteenth verse, “One fold and one shepherd.” 
“This may not be manifested before another 
dispensation ; but what unity does it not in- 
timate will one day be in heaven, 


chains on his shoulder to ease the weight a 
wives are here, and were allowed to visit them 
a day or twn, but they were searched before 
admitted, to see that they had no letters from 
any of the missionaries. We have not been | they succeed in this cal 
allowed to see them. in the last. If they do, tl 
to what length they may 
refage.’ May we have your prayers ! 
“ October 27.—The people in the mountains 
seem to have no doubt that the next move 
of the soldiers will be to destroy the house 
and kill its inmates. We want the world to 
know the animus of the Turks.” 
WEEK OF PRAYER, 1875. 
Resolved : “ That the following members 
of Council be a committee to assist the Secre- 
tary in arrangements for meetings in London 
during the forthcoming January Week of 
Prayer: Donald Matheson, Esq.; Lieut.-Col. 
Brooke ; Lockhart Gordon, Esq.; Rev. Robert 
Johnston ; Rev. Samuel Shoobridge. 
remaining child, whet THE SECRETARIAT. 
the door. When t 
Christian dress their rage knew no bounds 
they tore her frock into shreds, beat her, 
tore out her hair, and accused her of every- 
thing that was vile. The girls were all com- 
pelled to put on the Fellah to save 
themselves from insult. 
The sixteenth annual meetings of the Lang- 
holm Branch of the Evangelical Alliance 
were held on the 20th of October last, and 
were of a highly interesting character. After 
& prayer-meeting, at which the Rev. William 
Ballantyne presided, a social tea-meeting, 
attended by about fifty members and friends 
of the association, took place in the In- 
fant School-room. The Rev. William Wat-/| when all the members are gathered around 
son having engaged in prayer, Mr. Malcolm | one centre, the Lamb in the midst of the 
welcomed the friends of the society. He | throne; what sympathy will there be there ! 
spoke of the recent times of blessing in Scot-| Can it be wrong to anticipate this, and in 
land, when not only many had been called | every way to promote it 1” 
into Christian fellowship, but many Chris-| The Rev. J. Williams, from Cockermouth, 
tians have been called, to a higher Christian | spoke of the Evangelical Alliance, and said ig 
life. Earnest addresses followed on the sub-| how much real, not forced, alliance might ; 
ject of Christian union, and its practical | exist amongst Christians, even though they 
obligations. might differ in non-essentials! Christians : 


ought to be united, and yet how far is this from 
being the case! Nay, more ; in this nominally 
Christian country, some were even denying 
God, whilet others to be Christians 
do not deserve the name; so thet if an inteli- 
gent Parsee or Mohammedan were to arrive in 
this country and ask, “ Are these Christians 
a truthful answer would be a very sorrowful 
one. Let ue pray that our differences. may 
be in many cases they are only 
microscopic ones, and yet they serve to keep 
us apart. We must be patient with people 
if they don’t agree with us in all things. Let 
us be cautious that our leve of favourite dec- 
trimes and truths does not debar us from the 
full scope of revelation; we must search 
throughout Ged’s Word for the trath which 
is hidden there as silver in a mine, and hold 
fast that which God bas spoken to us. As in 
the natural, so in the spiritual life, there are 
degrees of growth ; God does not at once tell 
us all his secrets: “I have yet many things 
to say unto you, bat ye cannot hear them 
now.” The time will come when we shall 
have learned more of His truth and faithfal- 
oess, and all shadows and doubts will have 
passed away. I can speak of the rich trea- 
sure of Ged’s Word, having early learned that 
truth as a little child from my mother’s lips 
which in after years has proved such a biless- 
ing to me, and would therefore impress upon 
- all the mothers present the immense value of 
early training in Evangelical truth, which 
proves such a great help for its reception in 
later years, 

Mr. Williameen then spoke of the great 


advantage of having creeds as being like 


folds on the hill-side which prevent the sheep 
from wandering, though they de not. suffice 
for pasture. The warfare between light and 
darkness is a great one. What might not be 


of converts whose faith shines forth, as in the 
case of one of whom I have lately heard in New 
Zealand. When that verse, “Come unto me 
all ye that labour, and I will give you rest,” 
was repeated.to her as a dying woman, she 
said, “ Another verse suits me better,—' Enter 
thou inte the joy of thy Lord.’” 
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| aceomplished by binding ourselves andor our 
| common Head, against the powers of dark- 
YY ness, which, alas! wage only too suconssful a 
i warfare, especially in heathen countries ; 
| thongh even there rays of light are penetrat- 
| 
| The Rev. John Morgam the 
\ oa gelical Alliance is founded on the gramd prin- 
ht ciple of unity, which binds all believers to 
one another, and to their one 
Let us ask ourselves, “ What 
| | body are 
| There is 
| cock 
feeble who cannot, by the 
| 
iv | man in the crowd said to thoee 
us cheer him on,” and one 
{ | hurrah 80 encouraged him that 
top snd-taved the child. In 
w werk to be efficient, the whole 
consecrated. 
Other addresses followed, an 
ay closed with prayer. 
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